
A Deeper Understanding of Compassion  
- with Jeanie Blair, Author Extraordinaire 

	 Compassion as defined on p. 66 is “sympathy for 
someone else’s suffering or misfortune, together with the 
desire to help.”   Jeanie struggled with a lack of sympathy 1

for just about anyone at the beginning of the story! Her 
brothers drove her batty. Her friends were just tools to get 
her what she wanted. When her mother tried to help 
someone, Jeanie just complained. It wasn’t until she heard 
Clara Barton’s life story that she began to rethink some of her choices. She wasn’t 
perfect right away. In fact, she left Mrs. Keller’s house that day and fought her mom’s 
prompting to help someone out with dinner. But when her embellishments about 
people went public, she had to face the music real quick. Thankfully when her true 
friends–Claire and Wendy–show compassion toward her, Jeanie begins to understand 
what it looks like. Some deep conversations with her parents helped as well.

	 Although there are no direct Biblical references in Jeanie Blair, Author 
Extraordinaire, her mother and Mrs. Keller show compassion to others all the time. 
Jeanie’s mom, Lucy, offers compassion to Macy and her dad, Mr. Barnes, by helping 
them out when he gets hurt and taking them a meal. She also gives some food to the 
homeless. Mrs. Keller shows compassion to her students by investing in their lives with 
her time to teach them about virtue.

	 Jesus is the greatest example of compassion. Jesus had compassion on people 
suffering physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually. Jesus showed the greatest 
compassion for mankind when he died on the cross for our sins.

	 There are over forty passages in the Bible from both the old and new testament 
talking about God’s compassion. I encourage you to do a word study on it yourself. 
I’ve chosen just a few to share.

	 From the Old Testament, Isaiah 30:18 says “Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to 
you; therefore he will rise up to show you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. 
Blessed are all who wait for him!” (NIV) Pray and ask God to show you His 
compassion.

	 In the New Testament, Matthew 9:36 says, “When he (Jesus) saw the crowds, he 
had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd” (NIV). Jesus has compassion for you. Whatever you’ve done, 
wherever you are, He loves you in a way no human can.

	 God calls us to be compassionate too. If you’ve come to know and accept 
God’s compassion for you, the best gift you can give others is to share his love with 
them. “Therefore as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (Colossians 3:12 NIV).

This definition is adapted from the Character Choice curriculum. Unit 2, p. 1 https://1
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