
Sample Lesson

Compassion
From: Matthew 19:13-15, Mark 10:13-16, Luke 18:15-17
Story adapted from above scripture and Character Choice curriculum

Our story today is about someone who loves and accepts you just like you 
are. No matter what you think or feel. No matter what you do or say. That 
someone is Jesus.

People followed Jesus everywhere He went. They crowded around the 
house where He stayed. They gathered around Him when He walked out in 
the hills. They followed Him through the streets of the towns. Jesus heard 
the constant shuffle of their sandaled feet on the dirt roads and their voices 
as they spoke about Him. How would you feel if you were being surrounded 
that constantly?

Each person followed Jesus for a different reason. “Jesus help me!” cried a 
crippled man seated under a small fig tree beside the road. 

“Oh, Jesus, please tell me one of Your wonderful stories about God and 
how much He loves me,” hoped a little brown faced girl. 

“Lord, I need You to answer some questions about heaven,” stated a pretty 
young mother. 

“I just like to be around Jesus,” commented a young robust man. “You 
never know what wonderful thing He’ll do next.”

One hot afternoon, after Jesus had finished teaching a big crowd of people, 
his helpers began asking Him questions. They wanted to be sure they 
understood everything Jesus told them.

While the helpers were intently asking Jesus their questions, something 
unusual happened. Parents with children began to gather around Jesus 
and His friends. They were bringing their children to see Jesus! The 
children came in all sizes and shapes: a roly, poly baby with chubby cheeks 
and dimpled knees; a little girl with blonde hair and a scrape on her knee; a 



boy with tousled brown hair, who thought he was big: and even two red-
headed twins with lots of freckles and big toothy smiles. These parents 
wanted Jesus to touch their children and thank God for the.  After all, 
children are a great blessing from God.

As the parents gathered around, Jesus’ helpers began to get upset. The 
parents and children were interrupting a very important conversation!

“Go away!” gruffly directed one helper, ‘Jesus can’t be bothered with you. 
He has more important matters to attend to.”

“Don’t bother Jesus!” another helper said.

“Get these children out of here!” whispered another one. “Jesus is too busy 
for children!”

Oh, how sad those parents and children felt! They wanted to see Jesus so 
badly. They wanted to feel His hand on them and receive His blessing. But 
parents took their children by the hand or scooped the up in their arms and 
sadly began to go home.

But Jesus’ helpers had made a big mistake. Jesus did not want the children 
to go away at all. In fact., Jesus knew that children are more important than 
even a very significant conversation. As the parents started to turn away, 
Jesus called, “Stop! Do not send then away! Let the children come to Me. 
Children are very important to God My Father, and they are important to 
Me, too.” With that, Jesus smiled, opened wide His arms and said, “Come 
children. Come to Me!”

Excitedly, the children ran to Jesus. Jesus did love them! He was not too 
busy or too big to play. Jesus wanted to be with the children and the 
children felt safe and loved just being close to Him. Some children stood 
right beside Him. They liked to watch the people as they listened to what 
Jesus was saying. Some climbed on His lap and snuggled. Some wanted 
to bounce on Jesus’ knee. Some climbed on His back. Some chatted and 
talked. Some laughed out loud because they were so glad to see Jesus.



Different children did different things. Jesus understands that children like 
to be different and do different things. He knew God had made then that 
way. Jesus knew God made people, so He could talk with them and love 
them with a very special love. And children are always very special to Him.

Jesus reached out and gave the children a big hug. He loved them all. Very 
gently He touched the head of a little boy with brown hair and dark brown 
eyes who was standing close to Him. He picked up a girl that was in His lap 
and set her down gently, taking care not to hurt her crooked foot. The 
rowdy child on His back climbed down beside the other children. And Jesus 
touched each of them and thanked God for them one by one.

The children and their parents were very happy. Jesus had quickly changed 
their sadness and disappointment into happiness by showing the children 
and His helpers how special each child is to Him.

That day Jesus’ helpers learned that children are just as important to Jesus 
as grown-up people. Now the helpers knew that Jesus was never too busy 
to be with and talk with children. They remembered that Jesus said, “Let 
the children come to Me. Don’t stop them.”

When the children went home they remembered that puss loved them. 
They remembered He loves children who are quiet and shy. He loves 
children who ware rowdy and have a hard time standing still. He loves 
children with long hair and children with short hair. Jesus loves children 
with black, brown, red or yellow hair. He loves children with crooked legs 
and children with straight legs. Jesus loves children when they do things 
right and when they do things wrong. He loves children who like to read 
and think. He loves children who like to run and play.

Jesus taught all of us an important lesson that day: each of us, whether we 
are big or little, are special to Jesus! 



Questions: Possible Answers

1. How did the parents and 
children feel when Jesus’ 
helpers told them to go 
away?

2.   What did Jesus say      
      when the helpers told the 
      parents to take their 
      children away?

3.   How did the children feel 
      when they were with 
     Jesus?

4.   Why do you think the 
      children felt special, happy 
      and loved when they were 
      with Jesus?

5.   Why did Jesus want to be 
      with the children?

6.  After hearing this story, how 
     do you think Jesus loves 
     you?

7.  What are some ways you 
     can tell the members of your 
     family they are special to
     you? Your classmates?

1A. Sad, disappointed, frustrated.

2A. “Stop! Do not send them away! Let 
the children come to Me. Children are 
very important to God My Father, and 
they are important to Me too.

3A.  Loved, happy, encouraged, 
accepted special

4A. He was not too busy to talk to 
them. He thanked God for each one of 
them.

5A. He likes children. He knows 
children are important. He wants 
children to know about God, His Father 

6A. He loves me just the way I a. He 
loves me when I do wrong. He loves 
me when I can’t sit still. He loves me to 
care about others.

7A. Guide answers by asking: what 
could you be or do when you greet 
your mother today she yo ugh home 
from schoo? [Be kind and ask her if 
she needs help with dinner/ setting the 
table] How about your brother or sister; 
who else is in your family?


